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The Buddhist Scriptures.
There are two collections of ancient sacred books
of Buddhism.
Tie best known are. those preserved in Ceylon,
called the Tripitaka (Three Baskets) from the
manner in which the volumes were originally kept
together. This collection, which is known .as the
" Lesser Vehicles " (Rinayana), was the result of
a Council of Buddhists held at Pataliputra on the
Ganges under the direction of the Emperor Asoka;
it is about twice the length of the Bible and is
written in Pali. These documents are said to have
been taken to Ceylon by Mahendra, the son of
Asoka, when he visited that island as a religious
mendicant and converted the people.
The first part, called Vinaya-pitaka, contains
rules for the external life of the monks. The second,
or Swtfa-pitaka, consists of several works, each
<x>mposed of short sayings or sutras, legends and
stories about -Buddha and others.
The third contains a number of disquisitions.
The most interesting of all these is the Dham-
mapada, or * Path of Virtue/ for it is of exceptional
literary merit and is believed to have been composed
*by Budd&a himself.
The teachings of the Hinayana literature are
followed by the Buddhist^ of Ceylon, Burma, and
Siam.
The other cdlection of Buddhist scriptures is
termed the Mahay&na, or * Greater Vehicle *; it